Hospitality and Travel Associations come together to form WITO

Various Associations representing the hospitality, travel and tour operators of the Tourism Industry have decided to form an umbrella organization, “Western India Tourism Organization - (WITO)”, which will take up and address various key issues concerning the hospitality and tourism trade. The WITO also came up with a vision statement, which among many issues emphasized the need to jointly address various issue concerning the tourism and hospitality industry and act as a unified force to get their problems solved, from the various government bodies. 

Mrs. Sujata Thakur, Regional Director, India Tourism, Mumbai, Maharashtra, will be launching the WITO, as the Chief Guest.

The salient features of the vision and mission statement included:


VISION STATEMENT:

One Vision... One Voice

Western India Travel Organization (WITO) is a forum of various associations that represent the travel, tourism, hospitality and aviation sectors in India. The mission is to bring representatives of all the major private stakeholders on a common platform to work in tandem to help develop and promote tourism, in the Western India region and ultimately across the entire country. WITO aims to create synergy among all stakeholders of the trade, in order to chart out an action plan for tourism development in this part of the country and address various tourism related promotions, issues, challenges, even lobbying with the government and other agencies collectively, as the need arises to augment effective implementation of these plans by the State as well as the Central Government. The forum will strive to devise a time-bound framework for development and promotion of tourism in this region and work in collaboration with various concerned government bodies for the implementation of the same. Together we can make a difference, let's change the face of tourism in Western India...

MISSION:

Act as a think tank in order to:

· Identify the potential of Western region for tourism development

· Create strategies that can be implemented for tourism development

· To jointly address various issues and challenges faced by the travel and tourism industry

· Collaborate with state governments for tourism development

Identify key focus areas

· Take the thought leadership role for this industry

· Help with drafting a White Paper on tourism promotion for Western India

· Form a core committee with the government and key agencies to implement the White Paper recommendations

· Present a balanced picture and taking the views of all associations within the trade

The apex organization will consist of a Core group comprising of Presidents/Chairman of the Hotel and Restaurant Association, Western India (HRAWI), Travel Agents Federation of India (TAFI), Travel Agents Association of India (TAAI), Association of Domestic Tour Operators of India (ADTOI), Maharashtra Tour Operator Association (MTOA), Western India Culinary Association (WICA), Mr. Sheldon Santwan - Editor of Travel Biz Monitor and Hospitality Biz Monitor. The membership strength they hold combined today is 5864, broken up as HRAWI 1243+TAFI 1400+TAAI 2462+ ADTOI 500+MTOA 104+ WICA 155.

Highlighting the initiative taken up by the HRA(WI) President, Mr. Kamlesh Barot said, “There has been a need for such an organization for a very long time and this time we have initiated WITO, which will address various issues ailing the hospitality and tourism industry, fostering the much needed speed to Tourism Promotion”. Not only will it take up the hurdles this industry faces on account of strategic, policy directives from the Government, but also suggest remedies to them and various other bodies. This initiative has another purpose besides paving a bump-free ride for itself; in the bargain achieve the desired impetus of promoting the growth of tourism in India, he added. 

Mr. Barot also mentioned the fact that when it comes to negotiations with the concerned government authorities over policy matters, there is a lot of duplication of effort by various Associations, bargaining for the same issue with  the  same  authority

 It was decided that every President / Chairman of the Associations from the Core group, would be a member of WITO and the chair person of WITO will be chosen for a year, on rotation basis, starting with the president of HRAWI, Kamlesh Barot, as the initiator of WITO, for this year. Individuals will not form a part of this organization, however exceptions may be considered, provided they are qualified professionals from accredited education institutions, working in Hospitality related streams, like Journalists and Aviation representatives.

The issues that would be represented, to start with, are:

1. Formation of a High Power Committee in each of the five States to address  tourism  related  issues

 2. HDPB (Hospitality Development Promotion Board)’s execution in each State of Western Region, for Single Window Clearance on projects, as well as renewal of permissions for existing member units.
3.WITO would have the taxation authorities collect the service tax on air tickets at source - i.e. from the airlines, rather than from hundreds of travel agents.
4. WITO will address the notice received from the Income Tax authorities mandating all travel agents to provide voluminous details of all passengers who have paid Rs. 1 lakh and above at any one time.

5. State Governments to facilitate WITO members to participate in different travel trade exhibitions at State, National and International levels and also organize road shows with the help of respective Associations and Government authorities at different Indian cities & International countries. WITO shall augment this platform be made available at concession rates to hotelier, tour operator and other service providers, to promote Western India tourism destinations in an effective way.
6. Commission issue of travel agents to be sorted out with the intervention of Civil Aviation Ministry.

